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IFALPA concerned by arrest of
Capt Marwoto Komar
Chertsey 4 February: The International Federation of Air Line Pilots Associations (IFALPA) was saddened  to learn of
the arrest of Captain Marwoto Komar on six manslaughter charges relating to the crash of Garuda Flight 200 in
Yogyakarta in March of last year. 

IFALPA believes that the circumstances of the accident as set forth in the final report of the Indonesian investigation
authority leaves many serious questions concerning the crew actions prior to the accident. Central to these concerns are
the underlying reasons for the reported behavior of Captain Marwoto Komar. Experienced pilots have considerable dif-
ficulty in attempting to explain what is reported in the context of normal airline operations. The Federation believes
that the explanations proffered by the report do not square with the collective experience of our members. 

The Federation has continually maintained that the report, while final, is in fact incomplete and that additional investi-
gation into the underlying pathology of the crew actions is required to make certain that the factors contributing to the
observed actions are fully identified. Unless this is done, there is little possibility that  aviation safety in the area of
crew performance can be improved by the lessons of this accident. Clearly, a criminal prosecution at this time may well
foreclose further investigation for safety purposes.

IFALPA is firmly of the belief that the criminalisation of individuals involved in accidents and incidents does little to
improve air safety. Furthermore, IFALPA strongly insists that the principles recommended in Attachment E of ICAO
Annex 13, which hold that there should be no criminal liability without intent to do harm, be the standard to which
the crew is held. The Federation demands that any Indonesian criminal proceeding respect both these principles and the
concept of due process. 

The Federation expects that Captain Marwoto Komar will be released without the need to post a monetary bond as he
has agreed to fully cooperate with the police investigation and clearly poses no danger to society. He remains a profes-
sional who was involved in an unfortunate tragedy. 

IFALPA will continue to closely monitor the criminal proceedings with the aim of ensuring that the judicial process in
Indonesia is fundamentally fair and impartial for all crewmembers

Notes to Editors
The International Federation of Air Line Pilots’ Associations represents in excess of 100,000 pilots in more than 95
countries world-wide. The mission of IFALPA is to be the global voice of airline pilots, promoting the highest level of
aviation safety and security world-wide and providing services, support and representation to all of its Member
Associations. See the Federation website www.ifalpa.org
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