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arrest of former South
African Controller

CHERTSEY 21 April 2006: The International Federation of Airline Pilots’ Associations (IFALPA)
supports the International Federation of Air Traffic Controllers’ Associations (IFATCA) in con-
demning the arrest of the former South African air traffic controller involved in an aircraft acci-
dent on 19 April 2002.

The report shows that there are several factors that have contributed to this accident, none of
which justifies criminal prosecution.

Criminally prosecuting professionals who are working in a highly complex environment where
skill and judgement are required to deal with critical situations has a detrimental effect on air
safety.  The cooperation and interaction between pilots and air traffic controllers to address safe-
ty issues is paramount if we are to achieve a marked increase in safety.  Criminal prosecution of
these professionals has the opposite effect by discouraging active participation in accident
investigations by these key parties.

IFALPA joins with IFATCA in calling upon the responsible authorities in South Africa to re-visit the
circumstances surrounding the case and seek ways in which a positive contribution can be
made to improve air safety in Africa.
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